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CORONAVIRUS — TOURISM INDUSTRY RESPONSE 

Statement by Minister for Tourism 

MR P. PAPALIA (Warnbro — Minister for Tourism) [12.04 pm]: I rise to inform the house of the decision to 
suspend the intrastate tourism marketing campaign launched last week, #DoitinWA. As the Premier confirmed in 
his press conference this morning, the situation regarding coronavirus and its impacts in Western Australia is 
evolving and constantly changing. It is a situation the likes of which we have never faced and that is creating a lot 
of uncertainties. 

Last week when we announced the start of the Do it in WA campaign, we felt it was right and proper to promote 
intrastate travel during this very difficult time. The campaign was designed to encourage Western Australians to 
travel in their own backyard in an effort to continue to support the industry and the thousands of tourism and other 
small businesses that rely on certain levels of visitation to survive. Unfortunately, this week, with the added 
restrictions and conditions facing travel throughout the country, we made the decision to pause campaign activity 
until a more appropriate time. This is in recognition of the impact the virus has already had on local industry and the 
effect it has had on local operators’ ability to provide special offers and get onboard with the campaign. Tourism WA 
will continue to negotiate with our tourism operators, partners and key stakeholders to ensure that the state has 
recovery activity campaigns ready to be up and running at the appropriate time—that is, once the current crisis 
begins to recede. 

As I mentioned when launching the Do it in WA campaign last week, we still encourage Western Australians to 
choose their home state as their first choice holiday destination this year, but when it is appropriate to do so and 
when current travel and movement restrictions permit. This remains one of the most challenging times ever for 
our tourism industry and the economic impacts it will have right across the state are now largely unavoidable. The 
state government remains committed to supporting local businesses through this time. 
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